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confess I should look on a change as exceedingly un-
fortunate in the present position of Europe ; and know-
ing that the measure of the disgust which he ex-
periences is almost full, and that every drop may make
it run over, I am more careful to avoid provocation
and to manage the feelings and temper of this person
than perhaps can be well thought necessary at a dis-
tance. I confess that on this account I look with un-
easiness to the arrival of the Queen of Naples. Her
inveteracy against Baron Thugut is not to be doubted.
He is well aware of it. He has more than once de-
clared that if he perceives the slightest marks of the
Queen's influence in public affairs, he will not remain
four-and-twenty hours in place.'l

When shortly afterwards the Queen arrived, she
found herself treated with great reserve ; but neither
prejudice nor ill-will directed towards England could
prevent the population from testifying their enthu-
siastic admiration for Nelson.

6 You can have no notion of the anxiety and curiosity
to see him,' wrote Lady Minto to her sister, c The door
of his house is always crowded with people, and even
the street, whenever his carriage is at the door; and
when he went to the play he was applauded, a thing
which rarely happens here. On the road it was the

1 M. Thiers says, in his History of the Consulate, that the Queen of
Naples went to Vienna with Lord Nelson and Lady Hamilton pour soutenir
le parti de la guerre. It appears from the correspondence of Lord Minto
that this was not the case. The Queen was eager for peace until she
discovered how disastrous to Naples its conditions were likely to be,
and was always opposed to M. Thugut, who led the war party.